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Welcome to our first 
periodical newsletter 
for the Bhaktivedanta 
Institute for Higher Studies. 
In October 1977, I had the 
privilege of being one of the 
original BI members presenting at the First 
International Conference on Life Comes 
from Life at the Krishna Balaram temple in 
Vrindavan. Srila Prabhupada was too ill to 
attend, yet he called us into his room each 
night for our ‘sankirtan’ report. He wanted 
to know our arguments and the arguments 
of our invited scholars. In his last years, 
Prabhupada continually talked about the 
mission of the Bhaktivedanta Institute and 
its importance. 

We are carrying on the spirit of this original 
mission by presenting the scientific basis of 
Krishna Consciousness to the intelligentsia, 
producing literature for the general public 
and creating a safe haven for devotee 
scholars’ sanga. 

At the BIHS, we provide such a safe haven 
through our direct and on-line sangas. We 
are producing a variety of literature and 
holding workshops on cosmology, evolution, 
psychology, philosophy, biology, and other 
relevant topics. 

We invite you to correspond with us if 
you have an interest in participating as a 
scientist, philosopher, or other relevant 
researcher. You may also support us with 
editorial work, graphic design, or social 
media managment.  And, of course, we 
survive on donations and grants. 

We are also pleased to announce our new 
headquarters, courtesy of a donation from 
Hridayananda das Goswami -  a 5,000-square 
-foot home in Gainesville’s historic Duckpond 
neighborhood, near the University of Florida. 
In addition to being our headquarters, the 
estate will also be home to a more than 
3,000- book library that we have received 
from devotees and retiring professors. 

Please visit us, and do not hesitate to write 
me directly at bobcohen@ivs.edu.

Srila Prabhupada famously gave great 
attention and great importance to his 
Bhaktivedanta Institute. Many times, 
I personally accompanied, listened to 
and participated with Prabhupada as 
he established his powerful thesis that 
“life comes from life.” So essential did 
Prabhupada consider this fact, that he 
personally established within ISKCON a 
science institute tasked to present this 
central philosophical thesis to learned 
scientists and other scholars, within their 
own academic language. 

In the last several years, the last founding 
member of Prabhupada’s BI who is still
actively serving in ISKCON, Brahma Tirtha 
Prabhu, reestablished the BI as a truly
international ISKCON project, attracting 
many dozens of devotee scientists from 
around the world to unite in the sacred 
mission of establishing, in a scholarly way, 
Prabhupada’s fundamental thesis that life 
comes from life. 

Lord Krishna has now provided his sincere 
BI devotees an impressive building to 
expand this BI work. Located in a prominent 
neighborhood of a famous American 
university city (Gainesville, FL), this former 
residence of university president has already 
begun to facilitate the BI work. I’m sure you 
will agree that Prabhupada would be most 
pleased to see his BI located in such an 
attractive and prestigious facility.

From the Director
Brahma Tirtha Das (Bob Cohen)

(1) In February, Drutakarma, 
Akhandadhi, and Pracarananda 
hosted a seminar titled “Bhaktivedanta 
Institute: Past Present and Future” 
at the ISKCON Leadership Sanga 
in Mayapur.”  Over 100 devotees 
attended.

(2) In June, Pracarananda, along with 
a team of researchers on his staff at 
the University of Alberta, completed 
a hydro-geologic study in support 
of Mayapur’s flood management 
planning.

(3) Throughout 2020, Akhandadhi has 
hosted weekly online seminars on his 
Atma Paradigm.  See page 2 for more 
information on the Atma Paradigm.

(4) In August, Pracarananda, our 
managing director, accepted service 
as the science, math and physical 
education teacher in the Bhaktivedanta 
Academy North America’s Krishna 
Sharanam Program (grades 7-10).

(5) Murali Gopal gave a keynote talk at 
the Borys Grichenko Kyiv University’s 
Kieve Philosophy Studies Conference 
2020.  The talk was entitled “Bhagavat 
Cosmography and anti-de-Sitter space:  
Rethinking the Puranic universe in light 
of scientific advancements.

(6) In October, via a generous donation 
from Hrdayananda das Goswami, the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher 
Studies acquired the historic “Tigert 
House” in Gainesville, FL as a base of 
operations.

(7) In November, the Bhaktivedanta 
Institute for Higher Studies hosted 
our second cosmography conference 
entitled , “Maps, Memes and Models, 
Oh My!”

(8) In December, Drutakarma, 
Akhandadhi, and Murali Gopal all 
spoke at the “International Science 
Theology Summit,” an online event 
hosted by ISKCON Delhi that was 
attended by Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal, the 
Honorble Education Minister for the 
Government of India.

Year-in-Review

1

BIHS Acquires
Tigert House a 
Base of Operations
by Hridayananda das Goswami 
(Howard J. Resnick)

Inspired by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder/Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciouness



Literature in Progress
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Prabhupada instructed the original 
members of the Bhaktivedanta Institute “to 
build a model of the universe” that could 
help explain Puranic cosmography for a 
“Mayapur Temple and Planetarium complex.” 
Toward this end, we hosted on November 
21-22, 2020 our second cosmography 
workshop entitled “Models and memes and 
maps: A modern journey through ancient 
cosmography.” 

 The purpose of this workshop was to 
continue developing a unified framework for 
discussing various cosmographical models 
discussed in academic and devotional 
circles discourse, as well as highlighting new 
research that may enhance the rich tradition 
of scholarship identified with this topic. Over

The Atma Paradigm (AP) is a Vaishnava 
Vedanta-inspired science-consistent 
philosophical framework that aims to 
account for consciousness as it is subjectively 
experienced. Such a framework not only 
provides coherence between the concepts 
of objective and subjective, but also offers 
empirically-testable hypotheses, with the 
vision to expand the scope of science and its 
applications. The central premise of the AP is 
that neither consciousness, nor the contents 
of consciousness - qualia - are reducible to 
physical systems or properties. Nevertheless, 
consciousness and physical stuff are not 
seen as unrelated, rather their relationship 
is explored in scientific and philosophical 
detail so as to allow for a view of reality 
that can account for our experience of both 
phenomena.

Thirty devotees on four continents 
participated in this two-day online 
conference.  The conference was organized 
around a mixture of short presentations, 
plenary group discussions, and small 
breakout groups. Seven of the invited 
speakers held Ph.Ds or equivalent in their 
fields of research.

As the BIHS director,mBrahma Tirtha Prabhu, 
explained, “We are striving to elevate the 
discourse to a level suitable for publication 
in appropriate academic circles so that 
the efforts of the many Vaishnavas can be 
appreciated by the intellectual communities.”

Many of the participants expressed a 
desire to continue the discussions that 
arose from the conference by organizing 
smaller working forums to fine-tune various 
aspects of our cosmology research.  We look 
forward to organizing more conferences and 
workshops on this topic in 2021.

Summary of 
Cosmography Workshop

Report on 
Atma Paradigm 

• Krishna and 
   the Quark (pre-press): 
A semi-autobiographical book by Murali 
Gopal that highlights the distinctions 
and commonalities between modern 
physics and Krishna Consciousness.

• Atma Paradigm book 
   and workbook:  
A textbook and associated workbook 
associated with the material from 
Akhandadhi’s Atma Paradigm seminar 
series.

• Leaps of Faith and 
   Doubt SKT bridge book:  
A book by Pracarananda 
Prabhu that addresses controversies 
in major scientific paradigms from a 
Krishna Conscious perspective, in the 
style of original Orgins magazine, with 
updated content.

• A Flat Book on the
   Round World:  
This project examines flat vs. globular 
Earth models from the perspective 
of Puranic, Jyotish, and modern 
astronomical paradigms.  The book 
also addresses the role of ISKCON 
scholars’ contribution to cosmological 
discussions that have been ongoing for 
at least 1500 years.

• Memes, Maps, and Models: 
Selected Essays on Bhagavata 
Cosmology: This book will include 
selected essays from out November 
2020 conference in Gainesville, FL.

• Srila Prabhupada on Science:  
This is the first in a series of books 
that examines Srila Prabhupada’s use 
of words related to science (science, 
scientist, scientific etc…) in his writings, 
lectures, and conversations. This 
project is a partnership between the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher 
Studies and high school students at the 
Bhaktivedanta Academy North America, 
ISKCON’s gurukula in Alachua, FL.

NERD

Have a question related to science and Krishna Consciousness? 
Submit it to bihsgainesville@gmail.com with the subject line, “Ask a Nerd” to receive 
an answer in this running column. No topics are off limits!

Scholars with the BIHS convening to discuss 
all matters related to cosmography



Devotee Scholar 
Profile

3

Vasyl Semenov (Dvija Govinda) 
obtained his PhD degree in 
Acoustics from the Institute of 
Hydromechanics at the Ukranian 
National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS; 2004) and a second PhD 
in Computational Mathematics 
from the Institute of Cybernetics 
at NAS in 2020. His area of 
expertise includes development of 
signal processing algorithms for 
telecommunications; solution of 
systems of nonlinear equations; 
and global maximization of 
multivariable functions with 
applications to different problems 
in machine learning, physics, 
pattern recognition, acoustics, 
and biomedical signal processing. 
Vasyl has been a member of the 
IEEE since 2006. In 2009 he joined 
ISKCON and was subsequently 
initiated by Indradyumna Swami. 
He has taught Vedic Mathematics 
and other courses in Kiev Krishna 
Consciousness Academy since 
2013. His current interests 
include the parallels between 
Vedic cosmology and modern 
astrophysics. In particular, Dvija 
Govinda has been using nonlinear 
mathematics to find correlations 
between the heights of the 
planets above Bhu-mandala, as 
given in the Bhagavata Purana, 
and modern astronomical 
measurements of these distances.  
His involvement with this research 
is indicative of the BIHS’ global 
mission.  He also works closely 
with our partner institute in the 
Russian Federation, “The Institute 
for Consciousness,” headed by 
Nari devi dasi.

A Short History
of the BI
by Drutakarma das 
(Michael Cremo)
In 1974, the Bhaktivedanta Institute was 
founded by Svarupa Damodara Dasa, 
Sadaputa Dasa, Brahmatirtha Dasa, Madhava 
Dasa, and others. Srila Prabhupada expected 
that the BI would present the cosmology 
of the Fifth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam 
in the Temple of the Vedic Planetarium 
(TOVP). These devotees would challenge the 
proposal that life comes from matter and 
godless theories identified with evolution 
while proposing alternatives consistent 
with the Vaisnava worldview. Shortly after 
Srila Prabhupada’s departure in 1977, the 
Institute established two offices, one based 
in India and another in the USA. In 1984, the 
BBT funded two BI efforts, the conference 
“Synthesis of Science and Religion” in 
Bombay, organized by Bhaktisvarupa 
Damodara Swami and Rasaraja, as well as 
the publication of Origins, by Sadaputa and 
myself. Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami’s 
group emphasized networking between 
themselves as representatives of Gaudiya 
Vaisnavism and modern scientists, while 
the group headed by Sadaputa Prabhu 
emphasized comparative studies. From this 
point forward, there was not a single, unified 
BI. Then Bhaktisvarupa Damodara Swami 
and Sadaputa Prabhu left this world.

I continued to write and speak on science 
topics. Rasaraja Prabhu now heads the BI 
Mumbai branch. He works within science, 
presenting an interpretation of quantum 
mechanics that is consistent with Gaudiya 
Vaisnava Vedanta, while maintaining a low 
ISKCON profile. Bhaktisvarupa Damodara 
Swami’s followers, based at the Kolkata BI, 
maintain Maharaja’s legacy and relations 
with ISKCON. Recently two of their 
leading members attended the 2019 BIHS 
conference in Gainesville and presented a 
comprehensive overview of their activities. 
Madhava Dasa, another founding member, 
would later take sannyasa within a Gaudiya 
Matha sanga and receive the name Bhakti 
Madhava Puri Swami. He leads another BI 
group, based in Princeton, NJ. More recently, 
another BI group of ISKCON members 
has developed in the former Soviet Union, 
headed by Nari devi dasi. 

Brahmatirtha Prabhu established the 
Bhaktivedanta Institute for Higher Studies 
in Gainesville in 2015. It has attracted many 
young ISKCON members with PhDs in the 
sciences and related scholarly fields. They 
have also established a working relationship 
with the Science and Philosophy Initiative 
in the UK led by Akhandadhi Prabhu, which 
has similarly attracted many young ISKCON 
scientists. The UK group is working to 
establish a consciousness-based paradigm, 
which they call the Atma Paradigm. And 
there are even more science groups in the 
ISKCON world.

The Gainesville BI recently held a conference 
that attracted 70 or more ISKCON scientists 
from around the world, including members 
of the Russian BI, the Kolkata BI, and 
others. The Gainesville BI is also acting as 
consultants to the executive committee of 
the Temple of Vedic Planetarium Exhibits 
group. 

But there are some differences from the 
1970s. Many of the older generation of 
devotee scientists, a prominent example 
being Sadaputa Dasa, adopted an outsider 
critique of the sciences. Although Sadaputa 
had a PhD and continued to publish scientific 
papers in peer-reviewed journals along 
with other professional activities, he did not 
pursue a full-time career path within the 
secular academy. Therefore in the 1970s, 
80s, and 90s, he felt he could express a 
challenging approach toward orthodox 
scientific opinion. 

But many of the new generation of devotee 
practitioners of science and other scholarly 
fields are pursuing full time careers within 
established academic institutions and 
universities. They are working as insiders. 
And for them, a direct confrontational 
approach may not work effectively. In this 
regard, we may point to another academic 
group in ISKCON, those who have gone into 
religious studies, theology, Indology, and 
related fields, including philosophy. While 
they may not directly confront the secular 
academy on questions like the age of the 
Bhagavad-gita (5,000 years in its present 
form, as Krishna devotees generally say), 
they rather write, “according to traditional 
sources the Gita was spoken five thousand 
years ago, whereas modern scholarly 
opinion is that ….” And then from a position 
as established academic scholars they focus 
on other points that facilitate the personalist 
school of Vedic thought, and on ISKCON, 
becoming better known and accepted within 
the secular academy and general public. 

What does the future hold for devotees in 
ISKCON interested in science and Krishna 
consciousness? Perhaps there can be two 
approaches, insider and outsider. Those 
who favor the insider approach can try 
to integrate themselves as scholars in an 
already established ISKCON-sympathetic 
theological and philosophical approach, 
argued within the secular academy. And 
others can develop a revised and updated 
outsider integration of science, theology, and 
philosophy, independent of the constraints 
of secular discourse yet still appealing to the 
worldwide intelligentsia. And then let these 
insider and outsider groups negotiate how 
best to proceed on their parallel paths. And 
they might even consider areas of 
eventual convergence.



Srila Prabhupada on Appreciating Other Points of View

“Now I want that we shall recruit more and more our men amongst the intelligent 
class of men. Because they are a little educated or they have got some wealth or fame 

or ability, so they will be sometimes little puffed-up, but that is all right, they deserve 
it. Now we shall have to learn the art how to approach such higher-class of men and 

attract them to apply themselves to this Kṛṣṇa consciousness process of self-realization. 
That requires much tact, and we shall have to expect to meet all challenges by sharp minds. But if 

we remain always absorbed in remembering Lord Chaitanya, how He converted so many intelligent men, even 
sitting for three days and nights to hear them speak without Himself speaking anything, and if we remember 
how Kṛṣṇa was so much patient to explain everything to Arjuna, even Arjuna was speaking like a fool—in 
this way, being always tolerant of others and appreciating their points of view, it will be easy matter for us to 
convince them gradually to join us.” 

- Letter to Balavanta, Dec 13, 1972

BI Connect Project
In the early years of the Bhaktivedanta Institute (BI), there were only a handful of devotees with academic degrees all 
over the movement.  Now it is an entirely different situation. There must be hundreds of scholarly trained devotees 
across the globe. BI Connect is an effort to bring together and network with such devotees.
Present areas of interest include (but are not limited to) biology, physics, cosmology, ecology, and consciousness 
studies. If you are a scholar interested in finding out more about BI Connect, please contact us. In future newsletters, 
we will introduce you to some of these scholars from all over the world.
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Contact & Donate
The BIHS is partially supported by a grant from the BBT, as well as by donors 
like you. Donations to the BIHS support our research efforts, seminars, outreach 
programs and workshops. We request that you consider being a monthly donor, no 
matter how modest, so that we can budget accordingly and increase our efforts in 
various subject matters including: consciousness, evolution, artificial intelligence, 
sustainability and metaphysics.

Donate at bihstudies.org/support


