QUARTER 1 - 2022

BHAKTIVEDANTA INSTITUTE
FOR HIGHER STUDIES

Brain and Mind
Researchers Meet for
BIHS Workshop

In This Issue
Mind - Brain
Interface Workshop

by Michael Cremo (Drutakarma
dasa)

Cosmo III Workshop

At
the
BIHS
headquarters
in
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for three days to explore the
relationship
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This third in the series examined
Puranic perspectives on the nature of
spacetime and the origin and fate of
the
universe.
With
a
growing
acknowledgement in academic and
scientific
discourse
of
the
opportunity for further research, it is
important for Vaishnava scholars to
actively
engage
philosophical,
mathematical,
and
experiential
frameworks that appreciate both
traditional Indic as well as modern
scientific theory.

The Nature of Spacetime
and the Evolving
Universe: Exploring
Puranic Cosmology

A total of 19 presentations took place
across four sessions:
Sastric and Historic Perspectives
Concerning the Nature of the
Universe
Systematically
Exploring
the
Creation of the Universe
Seeking
Correlations
between
Space and Time in the Bhagavatam
Conceptualizing the Experience of
Space from a Vedic Perspective.

BIHS Hosts Cosmo III
Workshop
by L. Ocampo (Lila devi dasi)
In 2019, the Bhaktivedanta Institute
for Higher Studies (BIHS) sponsored
its
initial
cosmology
workshop,
“Taking
the
5th…
Canto!”
This
gathering explored the study of
Puranic cosmography within ISKCON
as an outgrowth of interest raised by
the development of the Temple of the
Vedic
Planetarium
(TOVP)
in
Mayapur, West Bengal. The second
workshop in 2020, “Models and
Memes and Maps: A Modern Journey
through
Ancient
Cosmography,”
aimed toward developing a unified
framework for intellectual discourse
aspiring
to
enrich
scholarship
exploring Puranic cosmology.

The entire workshop ended with a
lively Q&A discussion that included
virtual and local participants from
both days.

Chairman Doug Watson, PhD
Continue page 3
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Cosmology III
Workshop cont.

BIHS Launches New
Science
Communication
Series
On March 19, 2022 the Bhaktivedanta
Institute launched the first of a
series aimed toward supporting
scientists in communicating to their
respective audiences. This first part
seminar was held via Zoom with
participants logging in from around
the
world.
There
were
three
engaging presentations by expert
speakers who shared foundational
methods of public speaking and
communication.

Presentation by Mauricio Garrido
(Murali Gopal das), PhD
The
diverse
nature
of
the
presentations and the rigor and
scholarship
of
their
research
combined to help the BIHS in
approaching the event's purpose:
considering “sastric perspectives and
their teleological implications to
collaboratively
design
a
more
comprehensive picture of the nature
of spacetime and the origin and fate
of the universe.” As one of the
attendees said as the weekend came
to a close, “If we can continue this
level of cooperation and effort, we
just might be able to actually achieve
such a lofty goal!”

To receive registration info for the
next speaker series, write to:
Lila@bihstudies.org

For a full list of presentations read
full article at:
https://iskconnews.org/bihs-thirdcosmology-workshop/
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Mind/Brain
Workshop cont.
Up to now, much BI work has been in
the form of publications commenting
on the results of experimental
research done by others. However,
this meeting was dedicated to also
exploring
possible
lines
of
experimental
research
the
participants could carry out that
might shed light on unresolved
problems in consciousness studies.

Mind/Brain Workshop in Session
The group also agreed that more
research in the Vedic literature is
needed to clarify our understanding
of how the subtle mental body
interacts with the gross physical
body.
His
Divine
Grace
A.
C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
under whose direction the BI was
formed, once said, regarding a verse
from
Srimad-Bhagavatam
that
mentions the invisible mind element:

Typically, scientists group these
problems under the general heading
of what they call the mind/brain
problem. But this involves conflating
consciousness with mind. However,
in Vedic philosophy, a threefold
distinction is made: matter, mind,
and consciousness. The physical
body is made of matter, the mind is a
subtle
material
element,
and
consciousness
has
its
own
independent
existence.
The
participants agreed that the most
promising area for any experimental
research they might carry out would
be in the interface between the gross
physical body and the subtle material
mind element. Specific topics the
neuroscience group is looking into
include phantom limbs, the placebo
effect,
decision
making,
remote
viewing, and the effect of music on
brain function.

“This verse is the potential basis of
great scientific research work, for it
explains
how
subtle
forms
are
generated from the ethereal element,
what
their
characteristics
and
actions are, and how the tangible
elements, namely air, fire, water and
earth, are manifested from the subtle
form.
Mental
activities,
or
psychological actions of thinking,
feeling, and willing, are also activities
on
the
platform
of
ethereal
existence.” (SB 3.26.34)
Continue page 5
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Mind/Brain cont.
The neuroscience meeting is a step
toward practically demonstrating that
insights from the Srimad-Bhagavatam
do indeed provide “the potential basis
of great scientific research work.” As
Kunal,
the
workshop
director
explains, “We may be able to bring
some new understanding to the field
of consciousness studies and these
efforts may lead to new technologies
to benefit mental health and wellbeing.”
If you are interested in taking part in
one of the neuroscience working
groups please contact:
soumyaa.gupta@gmail.com

Mind / Brain Presentation Slides

BI Members Celebrate
BIHS Director's 73rd Birthday
On April 6, the local BI community came together for a night of kirtan, dinner,
and a talk by H.D. Goswami, to celebrate Director Bob Cohen (Brahmatirtha
dasa) and his years of contribution to the Bhaktivedanta Institute.
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by Dr. A. Nerd, PhD

Meanwhile,
Gaudiya
Vaishnavas
appreciate that the material energy is
infinitely complex, for all practical
purposes. After all, if the spiritual
realm is considered unlimited and the
material realm is considered a
quarter of the spiritual domain – well
then, that’s unlimited in the sense
that 25% of infinity is also unlimited.
Having said that, Sukadeva Goswami
clearly states that no one knows the
full complexity of Krishna’s material
energy even if granted a lifetime as
long as that as Lord Brahma (311
quadrillion years), who is considered
the chief engineer of the universe (on
Krishna's behalf). Krishna’s energies
are ever expanding.

Q: Having seen that the solar probe
has reached the sun, how does this
compare with the vedic view of
Surya and the sun being the chariot
of the sun god? Is it the case that as
human beings we are perceiving only
on a certain platform of reality?
A: That sounds like a reasonable way
to respond to the situation. It also
holds
well
with
scientific
perspectives: human beings have a
very
limited
perception
of
the
physical cosmos as per standard
modes of perception. Of course,
scientific instrumentation arguably
extends upon those limitations, but
how far they extend – who can say?

So
no
doubt,
these
scientific
instruments
are
perceiving
something, and that something may
6
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Ask a Nerd cont.

Recent Literature
of Interest

offer
numerous
practical
applications. But how much of that
something represents the totality of
all potential “somethings” – who can
say?
Even
from
a
scientific
perspective,
the
“something”
scientists
may
feel
comfortable
knowing in the present will likely
become dwarfed by the “something”
scientists
will
feel
comfortable
knowing in the future, assuming
scientific knowledge continues to
progress. In that light, today’s
something is a nominal something
compared
to
future
scientific
somethings, so if seen in that light,
there is not much to be proud about
when considering “something" in the
present tense.

Cow Care
in Hindu
Animal
Ethics
by
Kenneth R.
Valpney
This open access book provides
both a broad perspective and a
focused examination of cow care
This
as aIn
subject
of Issue
widespread ethical
concern in India, and increasingly
in other parts of the world. In the
Mind - Brain Interface
face of what has persisted as a
Conference
highly charged political issue over
cow
in
India,
From protection
the Operations
intellectual space must be made to
Team
bring
the
wealth
of
Indian
BIHS
Ask A Nerd
traditional
ethical discourse to
Associate
Profile
bear
on the Inrealities
of current
Literature
Progress
human-animal
relationships,
particularly those of humans with
cows. Dharma, yoga, and bhakti
paradigms serve as starting points
for bringing Hindu-particularly
Vaishnava
Hindu-animal
ethics
into
conversation
with
contemporary
Western
animal
ethics.

So while useful knowledge may well
be culled from a present day solar
probe, how much more there is to be
known is anyone's best guess.
Send your Ask a Nerd questions
info@bihstudies.org

to

NASA's Solar Probe
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From the
Richard L. Thompson
Archives
believe so, do you believe that when a
swallow snaps up a gnat, that God
designed that that particular swallow
should snap up that particular gnat at
that particular instant? I believe that
man and the gnat are in the same
predicament. If the death of neither
man nor gnat are designed, I see no
good reason to believe that their first
birth
or
production
should
be
necessarily designed." (1)

The Seeds of Reason
by Richard L. Thompson (Sadaputa
dasa)
In the mid nineteenth century
Charles
Darwin
corresponded
regularly with Asa Gray, a Harvard
professor of botany who was an
evangelical
Christian.
Gray
was
dedicated to scientific empiricism,
but in those days he opposed the
idea
of
the
evolutionary
transformation of species. He held
the traditional view that God had
individually designed and created
the bodily forms of living organisms.

Gray was quickly persuaded by
Darwin's thesis that species evolve,
but in spite of many powerful
arguments like this one, he stuck to
the idea of divine design. He would
argue that species might evolve by
Darwin's process of natural selection
but God must somehow guide the
process. In fact, even Darwin himself
was swayed by Gray's arguments.
Once he reprinted one of Gray's
reviews of his theory at his own
expense, and across the top he
printed the slogan "Natural Selection
not
Inconsistent
with
Natural
Theology."

For some time, Darwin tried to break
down Gray's resistance. For example,
in 1860 Darwin wrote to Gray:
"I see a bird which I want for food,
take my gun and kill it. I do this
designedly. An innocent and good
man stands under a tree and is killed
by a flash of lightning. Do you
believe (and I really should like to
hear) that God designedly killed this
man? Many or most persons do
believe this; I can't and don't. If you

Continue reading this article:
https://richardlthompson.com/articl
e/seeds-reason
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SUPPORT THE BIHS
The Bhaktivedanta Institute needs your help to continue the
mission that was very important to Srila Prabhupada. Support
the work of our scientists and researchers in bridging together
ancient Vedic wisdom with modern science and technology.
Our research and programming is not possible without your
support.
Ways to Support the Bhaktivedanta Institute for
Studies
Monthly Patron and Supporter
One Time Donation
Amazon Smile
Contribute Literature and Research on STEM Fields
Library Volunteer
BIHS Facilities Volunteer
Patreon - Coming Soon!
info@bihstudies.org

Higher

https://bihstudies.org/

DONATE HERE
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